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6 July 1998

Global Futures

I attach a copy of a letter I have received from Tracey Brown representing
Global Futures . Global Futures is a charity involving itself in various aspects
of economic, social and political developments: Tracey is a lecturer at the
University of Kent who also works for Global Futures .

The lady is trying to put together a work programme covering the sociology of
litigation and "the expansion of tortious duties" . By this she means the trend
which we well recognise from the United States for people to be unwilling to
take the consequences of their own actions . There is considerable sympathy
for the position of the tobacco companies, and I believe that a co-operation
with Global Futures could be helpful .

The proposal is for a study into the decline of the defence under English law
that the plaintiff consents to risk, and it is also the intention to expand the study
in the context of European Directives and the European Court of Justice .
There is already a study being completed in relation to the US which will, I
hope, be available fairly shortly and certainly in time for the conference which
Miss Brown is planning .

As you will see, there is a cost attached to this work and sponsorship it seems
would be welcome . I would be interested to receive your views on the project
generally, which I believe to be distinctly positive, and in particular on the
possibility of our making a financial contribution .

When you have a moment, perhaps we could speak.

Stephen Walzer

Enc .

SDW//Global Futures/0033061 .01
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Understanding today to shape tomorrow
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Stephen D. Walzer
B.A.T. Industries plc
Windsor House
50 Victoria Street
London SW1 H ONL

23rd June 1998

r^
Dear Stephen

Thank you again for an enjoyable and informative lunch last week . It was very
helpful to develop some further ideas about the trends shaping litigiousness, and I
hope that we will have opportunities to continue our discussion .

I have drawn up an outline of the costs associated with extending our research into
the expansion of tort law and the tendency to litigate, enclosed herewith . As we
discussed at lunch, there is a certain amount of work in progress . If we can secure
funding to move beyond this then we will be in a better position to present the
trends more vividly. The outline relates to further work on a number of different
areas and you may feel that some of these are of greater interest or importance
than others . I would be happy to discuss this and to provide further detail on any
matter. I should also mention that the fees to the RCJ for copies of unreported
judgments may appear rather conservative. This is because, until we have a
clearer picture of how the defence of volenti non fit injuria has declined, we do not
know which years and cases will be the most useful .

I have looked at funding issues with a number of our trustees . As we discussed last
Monday, it seems always to be the case that wherever an industry interest is linked
to a project, it encourages a degree of cynical scepticism . However, there is also
an acceptance that, in the current research climate, it is almost impossible to
conduct any research without some commercial funding . We are keen to
encourage your support, among others, for this project and it makes sense to us to
be totally transparent about supporting organisations in all cases. It is only in this
way that we will be confident in undermining any scepticism and defusing the usual
suspicions. I should add that, like most charitable organisations, we do not usually
promote commercial sponsors in our publications and material . The trustees
respond to written enquiries about sponsorship .
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Our guidelines framing relationships with commercial sponsors, which are fairly
standard for research trusts, are enclosed .

I am optimistic that a thorough investigation and review of the trends we discussed
will help us to put incontrovertible factual evidence into the public domain . A
compelling debate is altogether the best way to dismantle any scepticism .

Finally, I am planning the small seminar we discussed for late October, possibly
early November . Do let me know if this is unlikely to be convenient as I am anxious
to take an early poll of who may be available to attend . I very much look forward to
speaking with you again .

Yours sincerely

Tracey Brown

ENC .
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