Mia Mellissa Bloom

mmb15@columbia.edu, mia.bloom@uc.edu


Education


Columbia University, Ph.D. December 1999 Political Science; International Relations/Comparative 
Politics. Dissertation: “Failures of Intervention: The Unintended Consequences of Mixed Messages and 
the Exacerbation of Ethnic Conflict.”  This project traced how certain interventions exacerbated – rather 
than mitigated--conflict and contrasted Iraq, Rwanda, Burundi, Bosnia, Kosovo, Sri Lanka, Chechnya,

and the
Ottoman Empire. 


Georgetown University, MA in Arab Studies (Magna cum laude).

McGill University, BA Double Honors (cum laude) in Russian History and Middle East Studies.


Tel Aviv University, One Year Program in Middle East International Relations.



Research Project

“The Causes and Consequences of Terror and Atrocities in the Middle East, South Asia, Africa, and Europe.”  I assess the multiple motives for state-sponsored and non state actors’ atrocities and argue that ethnic cleansing incentives are necessary though insufficient. During periods of stalemate, atrocities may be used to tip the balance of forces or, because of existing competitive inducements, to increase an organization’s “market share.” The project addresses different strategies of war (suicide bombing, state sanctioned rape, and the targeting of children/use of child soldiers) across four regions contrasting ethnic with non-ethnic cases of conflict. Part one of the project, entitled: Dying to Kill was published in May; Part Two of the project, entitled Gendercide: Raping to Win is forthcoming with Praeger for 2006.


           Publications

      Dying to Kill: The Allure of Suicide Terror. NY: Columbia University Press, 2005.   

      “Saudi’s Grim Export- Suicide Bombers.” LA Times, Op Ed, July 17, 2005.  




      “Palestinian Suicide Bombing: Public Support, Market Share and Outbidding.” Political Science

Quarterly, volume 119 number 1, Spring 2004, 61-88.   

            “Ethnic Conflict, State Terror and Suicide Bombing in Sri Lanka.” Civil Wars, Frank Cass, 
(Volume 6 No. 2, Spring 2003), 54-84.

            “In the Belly of the Tigers” World Press Review, available online at 
http://www.worldpress.org/Asia/1015.cfm.

           “Atrocities and Armed Conflict: State Consolidation in Israel 1948-1956,” Journal of Conflict,

Security, and Development.  Oxford University Press. (vol.3 December 2001), 55-78.
      Edited Volumes

“Devising a Theory of Suicide Terror.” Ami Pedazhur (ed.), Suicide Terrorism. London: Taylor and Francis, (forthcoming 2006).
Co-Editor Living Together After Ethnic Killing: the Debate over Intervention, Secession and Irredentism, with Roy Licklider. Special issue of Security Studies (Spring, 2005).




Co-Editor Global Security Quarterly, Special issue, “Gendering International Security” No. 5 
Summer 2002. 



“The Iraqi Genocide of the Kurds: A Discussion of the Iraqi Secret Police Files” in Genocide:

Essays Toward Understanding, Early-Warning, and Prevention.  Williamsburg, VA: Association

of Genocide Scholars, (eds.) Helen Fein and Roger Smith, Cummings and Hathaway Press,

1999, Ch. 7.

     “Genocide and the Case of Iraq: The Anfal Campaign Against the Kurds” in Contemporary

Genocide: Causes, Cases, Consequences.  Dr. Albert J. Jongman (ed.), Center for the Study of 
Social 
Conflicts (PIOOM), Leiden University, The Netherlands, 1996, 79-94.


Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East. Reeva Simon, Philip Mattar and Richard Bulliet (eds.).

New York: Macmillan Press, 1996. Author for 35 entries and art director.

     “Understanding Soviet Policy During the 1991 Gulf Crisis: Opportunities and Constraints for US

Policy makers.” Strategic Studies, Special Issue. UK: Frank Cass Publications, 1992, 42-63.

      Works in Progress
Gendercide: Raping to Win. Book manuscript for Praeger International--Security Studies Series.


Good Intentions and the Road to Hell (working title). Dissertation Manuscript under revision for Cornell University Press.
“Out of their Cages and into the Streets: Tiger Violence and Counter Terror Strategies in Sri Lanka.” Planned Book project.

            “The “Ethnic” Elements of Ideological Conflicts: South Africa and Afghanistan.” 
      Book Reviews


Review of John Lewis Gaddis, Surprise, Security and the American Experience, (Harvard


University Press, March 2004) for Studies in Conflict and Terrorism. (forthcoming, 2004).
      Review of Daniel L. Byman, Keeping the Peace: Lasting Solutions to Ethnic Conflicts. (Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2002) in IJMES, International Journal of Middle East Studies. Winter

2004.


Comparative Review Essay of Stuart J. Kaufman, Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of

Ethnic War, (Cornell University Press, 2001) and Kenneth J. Campbell, Genocide and the 
Global Village (NY: Palgrave, 2001) in Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 8:3 Summer 2003.


Review of Anthony Lang Jr., Agency and Ethics: The Politics of Military Intervention (State 
University of New York Press, 2002) in Political Science Quarterly, Spring 2002, 164-165.

      Review of Michael Field’s Inside the Arab World.  Political Science Quarterly, Fall 1996, 537-
539.

       Iraq Since the Gulf War: Prospects for Democracy.  Review for the Journal of International

Affairs, Columbia University Press, Summer 1995.




Honors and Awards

The Council on Foreign Relations, Term Member 2003-2008.



Rhodes Scholarship to Grahamstown, South Africa 2004-2005 (declined)

United States Institute of Peace (USIP), Solicited Grants Book Project 2003-2004.

SSRC MacArthur, Global Security and Cooperation Award 2001-2003.



International Studies Association (ISA) Grant 2003.



Princeton University, Center of International Studies, Post-Doctoral Fellowship 2001-2002.



Columbia University, President’s Fellowship 1995-96; 1996-97; 1997-98; 1998-99.

Morris Abrams Award in International Relations (inter-university competition) 1997-98.



American Political Science Association (APSA) Advanced Graduate Student award 1997.

Columbia University, Transnational Security Issues and Conflict Resolution Fellowship 1996-97.



United States Institute of Peace (USIP), Jennings Randolph Peace Scholar Award 1995-96.



Columbia University, Middle East Institute, Summer Traveling Fellowship, 1995.



Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, Military and Strategic Studies Award 1993-94.



Georgetown University, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies Fellowship 1989-91; Pi Sigma 

             Alpha Honors Society.



McGill University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences Fellowship 1987-1988; Faculty Scholar (top 

             10%) and Scarlet Key Honors Society 1988, 1989.
Professional Positions
 

University of Cincinnati
Department of Political Science. Cincinnati, OH. Assistant Professor.

Office of Counter Terrorism, Attorney General’s Office 
Trenton, NJ. Consultant. Conducting research and writing position papers and briefings on terrorism and homeland security for the director, Sidney Caspersen. My work includes training law enforcement personnel about the Middle East, familiarizing them with global terrorist networks, briefing them on the psychology of suicide bombers and assessing the risks to US National Security (01/03 - present).
McGill University

Department of Political Science, Montreal, Canada. Visiting Assistant Professor. Teaching courses 
on terrorism and suicide bombing in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, and Sri Lanka (01/04 – 06/04).
Rutgers University

Center for Global Security and Democracy. New Brunswick, NJ. Research Fellow. Conducting 
research on suicide bombings in the Middle East, Africa, Chechnya and Sri Lanka (06/02 - present).
International Centre for Ethnic Studies (ICES) 
Kandy and Colombo, Sri Lanka. Visiting Researcher. Conducted primary source research on LTTE 
(Tamil Tigers’) terrorism, conducted the first ever survey of Tamil public opinion regarding suicide 
bombing and attacks against civilians, and interviewed key LTTE leadership in Kilinochi and the Vanni. I

investigated the Sinhalese army’s use of 
“checkpoint rape” against Tamil women and the LTTE’s use of 
child soldiers and presented my results to IOs, NGOs, and Government agencies (10/02 – 01/03).

Princeton University








Center of International Studies, Princeton, NJ.  Visiting Research Fellow. Conducted research on 
the causes and consequences of atrocities by examining ethnic versus ideological conflict strategies and

perpetrator motives  (09/01 – 07/03).

 
Cornell University







Departments of Government and Near Eastern Studies, Ithaca. Visiting Assistant Professor. 
Taught
classes in the Government department including a graduate seminar in Ethnic Conflict and 
Intervention, Middle East and North African Politics, US Foreign Policy, Women and Gender and the 
Arab-Israeli Conflict. (9/99-8/01).
      Harvard University







Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Cambridge, MA.  Research Fellow. Center for 
Middle Eastern 
Studies. Conducted research on the use of Rape in War in Sierra Leone, Kashmir, 
Afghanistan, Algeria and the Arab-Israeli Conflict (Summer 2000).

Yeshiva University, Stern College 






Department of Political Science, New York.  Adjunct Professor.  “Ethnic Conflict and International 
Conflict Resolution.”  Taught International Relations theories of Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict with 
case studies of Rwanda, Burundi, Bosnia, Nazi Germany, Kashmir, and the Middle East (09/97-06/99).
            Harvard University








Weatherhead Center For International Affairs, Cambridge, MA.  Pre-Doctoral Fellow. Program on 
Nonviolent Sanctions and Cultural Survival.  Organized a research workshop on human rights (in 1996), 
assisted in fundraising for the program (including writing grants), and conducted research on the hazards

of international intervention in Africa and the Middle East (09/95-08/97).


            Brooklyn College








Core 9 Curriculum, CUNY. Adjunct Professor.  Taught six inter-disciplinary sections of Core 9 on the 
Middle 
East and Africa including gender relations in Islam, the impact of the slave trade, the history and 
politics of the Middle East, the Arab-Israeli Conflict, terrorism and Fundamentalism (09/96-06/99).

      Invited Talks and Presentations
International Studies Association (ISA) Meeting, March 2005, Hawaii. “Taxation and Terrorist Representation: A Contrast of how funding affects public attitudes towards terrorism;” “The Increasing Lethality of Suicide Bombing in Iraq: A Study of Targeting Trends;” “Women and Terrorism: How Check Point Rape Engenders Suicide Bombers in Sri Lanka.”
“Understanding the Motivations for Terrorism.” Patterson School of International Affairs, University of Kentucky.  September 16, 2004.

“Terror 101: The Transnational Contagion Effects of Suicide Bombing” Paper Presented to the American Political Science Association (APSA) 2004 Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, September 4, 2004.
Interview “Suicide Terror: threats to the homeland,” the Monica Crowley Show, WABC, June 25, 2004.

“The Contagion Effect of Suicide Terror” and “The Causes and Consequences of Terror and Violence: A 
Comparison of Sri Lanka and the Palestinians, Secular versus Religious Forms of Suicide Bombing.” Papers presented to the International Studies Association (ISA) 2004, Montreal March 17, 2004.

“Devising a Theory of Suicide Terror.” International Relations Seminar, UCLA, Los Angeles, California, February 27, 2004.

      “The Global Phenomenon of Suicide Terror.” Wesleyan, November 5, 2003.

“The Spread of Islamic Militancy – From Lebanon to Palestine to Chechnya and Beyond.”  Department 
of Near East Studies, Princeton University, November 3, 2003.
      “Democracy, Counter Terrorism and Torture: Lessons from the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.” 
International Conference on Torture after 9/11, CUNY Graduate Center, October 24, 2003.


“The Effect of Rape in War: Engendering Female Suicide Bombers?” 2003 Women’s Studies Conference 
on “Women, War, and Peace,” New Haven, October 19, 2003. 


“The Technology of Terror: Transnational Linkages between Terrorist Groups.” Munk Centre, University 
of Toronto. October 3, 2003.


“Faulty Intervention as a Cause of Civil War Escalation: Sri Lanka, 1987-1990.” and “Singhalese

Lions, Tamil Tigers, and Bears…Oh My!” Papers presented at the 2003 APSA Meeting, Philadelphia, 
August 28-29, 2003. 
      Interview, July 7, 2003 The Current, CBC Radio “Contrasting the Global Phenomenon of Suicide Terror.” 
Audio at: http://www.cbc.ca/thecurrent/2003/200307/20030707.html Part 3.

      “Terrorism and Suicide Bombing: A Comparison of Sri Lanka and the Palestinians.” Program on Security

Studies, Georgetown University, DC April 23, 2003. 


“The Effects of Suicide Bombing on Peace Processes: How to overcome the existence of



 Spoilers?” Cleveland Council of World Affairs, Cleveland, OH March 19, 2003.

     “The Politics of Suicide Bombings: Contrasting the Palestinian and Sri Lankan Cases.” Wellesley 
College, Wellesley, MA March 12, 2003.


      “Interpretations of Palestinian Suicide Bombing: Public Opinion and the Outbidding Model.” ISA


2003 Portland, Oregon February 28, 2003.
      “A Comparison of Suicide Bombing Strategies Among Sri Lankan Tamils and the Palestinians.” Rutgers 
University - Working Group on Political Violence. Newark, NJ February 24, 2003.

“Terrorism and Suicide Bombing in the Middle East and South Asia: A Comparison of Sri Lankan Tamils
 
and the Palestinians.” Middle East Institute. Columbia University, NY February 13, 2003. 

“Suicide Bombing in the Sri Lankan and Palestinian Cases: One Success, One Failure.” Academy

Assembly, United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, February 4-8, 2003.

      “Multiple Interpretations of Suicide Bombing in the Middle East.” Paper Presentation at the 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, February 2, 2003

     “Rationalist Interpretations of Palestinian Suicide Bombings: Market Share and Outbidding.” 
Program on International Security Policy (PISP). The University of Chicago, October 8, 2002.

 
“The “Ethnic” Elements of Ideological Conflicts: South Africa and Afghanistan.” APSA 2002 Paper 
Presentation, Boston, August 29, 2002. 

      “The “Rationality” of Palestinian Suicide Bombing?” Seminar in International Relations and 
Diplomatic History. Rutgers - New Brunswick, May 2, 2002

      “The Ethnic Dimensions of Fundamentalist Islam: Taliban Massacres at Mazar e Sharif 1997.” 
Association of Soviet Nationalities (ASN) paper presentation, Columbia University, NY April 12, 
2002.

      “A Typology of Rape as a Strategy of War: Ethnic versus non-Ethnic Conflicts.” Belfer Center, Women 
and Public Policy Program (WAPP), John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, MA,

April 7, 2002.
“The Perverse Effects of Good Intentions.” The New Humanitarianism and IR Theory Panel, and 
Discussant for the Internal Conflict and International Contagion Panel.  ISA 2002, New Orleans, LA,

March 25-26, 2002.

      “State Consolidation and War: Middle Eastern Atrocities as examples of “Outbidding.” Woodrow

Wilson School of International and Public Affairs, Princeton University, NJ, March 12, 2002.

      “Israeli Atrocities and the 1948 War” Paper Presentation and Panel Chair, “Osama Bin Laden and the 
Terror Network.” Middle East Peace Studies Conference, Hamilton College, NY, September 29, 2001.


“Ethnic Versus non-Ethnic Wars: Different Strategies of Genocide.”  Genocide and Ethnic 
Conflict Panel, APSA  2001, San Francisco, CA, September 2, 2001.



Discussant: “The War Is Never Over: Human Rights Violations and the Displacement of 
Women and Children in Chechnya.” Association of Soviet Nationalities (ASN) Columbia University, NY, April 2000.
“A Theory of Atrocities. Debating Chaim Kaufmann’s thesis regarding intervention in ethnic versus civil wars.”  Rutgers University - New Brunswick, Center for Global Change, October 14-16, 2000. 

“Rape in Ethnic versus non-Ethnic Wars. Still a good idea?”  Program on Violence, Rutgers University - Newark, September 20th, 2000.
“Genocide and the Politics of Rape: Rationale, Documentation, and Legal Prosecution.”  
Genocide

Program.  Center for International and Area Studies. Yale University, October 29,1998.

“War and the Politics of Rape. Examining Rape as a Strategy of Ethnic Cleansing in Bosnia, Rwanda and Iraq.”  Paper presentation to the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs. Harvard University, October 16, 1997’

“Comparative Genocide: teaching about ethnic conflict to children.”  Outreach program for New 
Jersey
Middle and High Schools in Bergen County, May 13, 1997 and April 11, 1999.


“Is Genocide “Foretold” by Dress Rehearsal Massacres? A Discussion of the Iraqi, Rwandese,

and Armenian Genocide.”  Weatherhead Center for International Affairs.  Harvard University,

March 21, 1996.


“The Iraqi Genocide of the Kurds: A Discussion of the Iraqi Secret Police Files.”  Paper presentation to 
the Association of Genocide Scholars, College of William and Mary, June 14, 1995.



Languages

       Fluent in English, French, and Hebrew, Advanced Proficiency in Modern Standard Arabic,

Spoken Egyptian Dialect, Proficient in Russian, Biblical Aramaic, Spanish, completed introductory

Serbo-Croatian and some conversational ability in Tamil.

Professional Service

Member: International Studies Association, American Political Science Association, Council on Foreign Relations, and the Institute for Current World Affairs.
Manuscript Reviewer for the American Journal of Political Science (AJPS), Urban Studies, Journal of Peace Research, Terrorism and Political Violence, International Studies Quarterly and Lynne Reinner.
Grant Evaluator for the Abraham Fund (1991-1996).
Ohio State University and University of Michigan Dept. of Homeland Security BAA Grant Initiative.

Courses Taught

University of Cincinnati: POLS 285/285 The Politics of Terrorism; POLS 271/571 Middle East Politics I; POLS 284/584 Counter Terrorism and International Security Policy; POLS 272/572 Middle East Politics II: the Palestinian Israeli Conflict.
McGill University: POLS 522 Honors Seminar, “The Politics of Terrorism” and POLS 771: Developing Areas Seminar (“Political Violence, Ethnic Conflict, and Child Soldiers in the Developing World”).

Cornell University: GOVT 181: Intro to IR; GOVT 358: Contemporary Middle East and North African Politics; GOVT 385: US Foreign Policy; GOVT 397: Arab-Israeli Conflict (seminar); WMS 281: Women and Gender in the Middle East and North Africa; GOVT 693: International Intervention and Ethnic Conflict (graduate seminar).

CUNY: Intro to Comparative Politics; Comparative Politics of the Middle East and North Africa; Core 9 Curriculum (non-Western civilizations); International Politics and Ethnic Conflict.

Georgetown University: Graduate Teaching Assistant for Ehud Sprinzak 1990-91, Middle East Comparative Politics, Contemporary Israeli Politics, Politics of Terrorism.  Graduate Teaching Assistant for Ya’acov Roi 1989-90, Soviet Politics in the Third World, Soviet Politics in the Middle East, Russian Foreign Policy.


References


Professor Richard H. Ullman, Center of International Studies, Princeton University. 017 Bendheim Hall,

Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 08544. (609) 258-4779 rullman@Princeton.edu.
Professor Roy Licklider, Department of Political Science, Rutgers University.  89 George Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901  (732) 932-9249  licklide@rci.rutgers.edu.

Professor Stathis Kalyvas, Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science. 8 Pros Plaza, Yale

University. New Haven, CT 06520 (203) 432-5386 stathis.kalyvas@yale.edu

       Professor Robert G. Gilpin, Department of Politics, Robertson Hall, Princeton University. 
Princeton, NJ 08544. (609) 258-5349. rggilpin@mail.princeton.edu.
Professor Alexander Motyl, Department of Political Science, Rutgers University.  15 Washington 
Street, 
Newark, NJ 07102-1895 (973) 353-5585  ajmotyl@andromeda.rutgers.edu.


Professor Matthew Evangelista, Department of Government, McGraw Hall, Cornell University.

Ithaca, NY 14853. (607) 255-8672  mae10@cornell.edu.

Professor Andrew J. Nathan, Chair, Department of Political Science, Columbia University. 420 W.118 
Street, New York, NY 10027 (212) 854-6909  ajn1@columbia.edu.
Professor Chaim Kaufmann, Department of International Relations, 200 Maginnes Hall, Lehigh University. Bethlehem, PA 18015.  (610) 758-3385 ck07@lehigh.edu. 
Other Interests and Non-Academic Pursuits
Gourmet Cooking (sous chef level 1 with Cordon Bleu Certification), wine, travel, Fashion Design (6 years designing for Ralph Lauren), dance, photography, human rights, and Extreme sports: skydiving, rappelling, hang-gliding, and trained marksman (4 calibers: .22, .380, .45, and 9 mm).
