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FHIDAY 5 AEGL 1974
Lfill1'1Y PJ~AIN CLOT"rIES PATHOLSIN NORTHE...;n IRELlli~

Pl s-Ln clothes teams ~ initially joint RUC/Armypatrols, na e

operated in Northern Ireland since the IRA bombing campai.gn

in Easter 1971. Later in 1971 the teams wer-e r-ef or-ned ar ~

expanded as 1-1ilitary Reaction Forces (l\ffiFs) wi thout RUC

participation. In 1972 the operations of the l"lRF wer-e

broue;ht under more centralised control and a higher standard

of trfl.il'.i.D::; :.!('.h:i.eV8(1hy p.stabli shing a Special Reconnaissance

Unit (SEU) of 130 all r-anks under direct command of HQ,lIT.

2. The term "Bpeci.a'l Reconna'i s sanc.e Urxitit and the details of .•._

organisation and mode of operations have been kept secret. __e

SRUoperates in Northern Ireland at present unde1"' the cover

name "Northern Ireland Training and Advisory Teams (Northern

Lr-eI and) 11 - lITTAT(NI) - ostensibly the equivalent of genuine

NITATteams in UKLFand BAOR.

3. The prime task of the SRUi~ to conduct covert surveillance

of terrorists as a preliminary to an arrest carried out by

security for-CGSin uniform. The SRUmay also be used to contact

and handle a[;ents or informers and for the surveillance and

protection of persons or property under terrorist threat. Tne

SRU\!Jorks to a great extent on Special Branch information a d

4. I"ienwho have served vd. th the SAS are serving in the S:'"'

but no SAS lurits are operating in Northern Ireland. One

January art": due to resume service wi th 22 SAS by '7 Apri.L, ~_:e':=
presence ,d th the s~mwerrt undetected until the 7.00crt Pi sk
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arch.

about nla.in clothes
?

as prepared by the Ihnistr;y
_5' ation with the Northern Ireland Office

an e, r-ei.g and Commonwea lth Office was handed to the
epartment of Foreign Affairs in Dublin. In answer-Lug a que st i on

in the Dail on \.'hetherhe wou.I d protest to the British Govermnent
against the use of the SAS in Northern Ireland, Dr FitzgeT'ald
said that he had no suggestion that SAS troops were operating
in Northern Ireland.

6. Line to take
Plain clothes patrols are a perfectly legitimate activity for
the Army in Northern Ireland ffildtheir existence has been
public knowl.e dge for a long ti.me, Nobody who wi shes to see·
an end to the violence could wish to deny the Army the use
of any effective means of defeating' terrorism by the .imposit ion
of unreasonable constraints on a legitimate mode of operation.

Northern Ireland Office
Great George Street
London SW1
2 April 1974
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ANNEX A
..';' ..

It has been alleged from time to time th3t murders and other mnjor
~~~\Crimes comnn t t en in Northerl?' Ireland have been the work of the SAS.

v . Clearly the terrorist org9Dis!.ltions have found it convenient to
encouregcthis belief ap a means of evading the responsibility which
ia properly theirs.

\

. T~e f'ac t s are DS follows. . .. ' . ~.' -

No SAS uni t has been or is statLoned in Nor t.he r-n Ireland.

It has been readily acknovd ed ged in Par-I Lament and to the press
that the Army in Nor t her-n Ireland undertakes plain clothes petrol s ,

The reason for this is quite simply that soldiers operating in
uniform and with ~e:rvice vehicles are easily recognisable at a
di at ancc p.nd 'plain clothes are t.he r-et'o r-e adopted on c e r-t a in occae t cns

., where effect~ve surveillance is es scn t a al , As 1'9.1' as practicable
'\ the Ar-my wor-k in conjunction \':ith the Police on these occas Lone, ClSx.,>.

at all ot her- t Imes , The va l ue of' these patrols ha s been amply borne-.:... out. : . . . ~.... ",:' .' ...- .. - .

" 'The training which soldiers who volunteer for service with the
SAS'··r-ece rve wou'l.d be part icularl.y vel uab I.e in any plain-·-clothes
operation~ but ·in order the more rendily to refute ho~tile propaganda
about SAS involve~ent in N~rthern Ireland, the policy has been to
avoid emplo~~ing such soldiers on thes~ duties in Northern Irelend
until 80r;10 two or three years after the i r- SAS Service ha a ended •.

. However the overriding c one ide r at t on mua t a}·t",'nys be the op er-at Lonaf
needs ef the situation and ~e must be free to use wbatever ~easures

,are mest appropriate to counter the current teprerist threat. Or;

this accoi ..U1t the no rma'l ernbar-go may be \'I3i ved when nece s aar-y , The

first occ2sion en ~tich this h~s in f'8~t be~n done hOG been d~rin5
the pest three mcnt hs when, in order to meLnt a i n the level of' p] a in
clothe~ ~etrolst use has been made of B nureber of volunteers whose
exper iencc wi th the SAS had been acquired on'ly j~st be Ior-ehand ,

. (
# .:

These arid all other soldiers e rnpI oyed in p'l aLn clothes dut ies er-e
required to conduct their «c t r vities w I thLn the law and r-orcad n

, .. .11'uoJecr.
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_~ subject to tc£ c 1 le and t~ ~2 i~ar' oiscipline at ~11 times.
An.' suggestion that they are e ?~O ed to c·?rr' out- assassino.tions
or to create inter~sect"~ian sus?icion is nonsense. The fact that
such clii~ are made is in itself an indication or the degree to

.which the pIn1n clothes surveillance patrolS hurt the terrorists •
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