of Jewish rights. The
Jeaders of the 19th cen-
e their energecs in the
sirugple for Jew-
aiity,. From Mendelssohn
Friediander through
A p down the lisl=—
: I'mlu.-l' for that matter,
i:. the battle for the estab-
| of Jewish equality and poli-

&

American Jewnh community
i moment organized either in
its own rights or in the
'.".;|.- Terazl. That i the lowest
i-. saminator, the active prin-
.r.u.ul pnnmm exiting
I le of Jewish unity. One of the
ations 1s Auschwite; another is
pmendous emotional attachment
el. One of the explanations
outpouring of emotion
“i that whatever Jews the
may be, they do have
t they are politically—not
lh‘: surface political senses
_ |H¢3hnm ele.—inlerwoven
f d In each other's destiny,
pnhl:m has oot necessarily
d itself into either theory or
iy serious action in the fleld
‘- True, Iirael Mself repre-
in its own culture an attempt
e a national culiure on the
of the tradition, in line with it
_ﬂﬁm from it. And yet,
h:lu secrel that that attempt
s and has far froem sue-
‘ _i_.lll 'rhu its most serious
h hpmbhm of the Kulnr-
e $ill in the foture. In the
tes and in the rest of the
nothing is clearer than that
._:;_-- pdl:]:q.ﬂj' Jewish and cul-
quite seriously assimilated, and
iere is no definition of & Jewish
md-urnhjr to tide us over or

% us in this modemn era.
3 mot think that we are going
.:-I;.; Ibo much trouble arguing
b other aboul the specifisity
mnllltlﬂm:y era of Jewish
Iihl.nk that there is very
! on the notion that
' ol indissolubly part of
of thix or the forces of
o very few people now
"y 'ﬂ!_lil any revolution P:LIE

stcally solve the political
L Jewish existence. Beyond
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that, in this era. the end ﬂ'ﬂm
of Emancipation, we are moving to-
wards something new. What a modern
Tewish culture that is at once modern
and Jewish can be—that & an open
guestion,

Up to now [ think that what I
have said will be either accepeed or
rejecied among the Dialoguers nol on
American Jewish or Traeli Jewish
bases; here we are going to diagres
on the basis of our variows Jewish
and historical convictions. But there
is ose specifically American Jewish
point that I would like 1o make, and
that is, I fully befieve that Jewish poli-
tics in the Diaspora is not enough.
By Jewish politics in the Disspora [
mean also the United Jewish Appeal,
and Bonds, snd afl the rest of it
That, too, is part of the act of iden-
tifizcation with the specificity of Jew-
ish need, of the need of the Jewish
communities. If Issael can sweep
under the rog for another hall geo-
eration, perhaps even more, its prod-
lems of cultural definition and hope
that life will salve iis problems, fe-
member that for Israel, land and
language, people, siate, the wery
things that Zionists set out to
achieve, are the pguaranfees of &ur-
wival and comtinmity until this coun.
try finds its Jewish spiritual and cul-
tural destimy.

In the United States Jewish politics
has becomie Jewish colture, has be-

- » F -

nﬁmﬁnmdh&m '
life to & very great degree l.il.-ﬁ
some of my blacker moments, T
imagine “American Jewish” s a kind
of sitting in the stadium, watching
Israel, cheering it, being pleased with
it, ete. 1 would like to sugpest to the
Americans in this discussion the
problem of Jewish cultural definition
in the post-Emancipation, post-Revols-
tiopary ers—the problem of what is
the thing to which we arc loyal
What is this tradition which unites us?
What is that which American Jews
would do the day after Mr. Sadat
would send his foreign minister io
meet Mr. Eban and Mri. Meir? What
would happen after Mr. Brezhnev let
all the Jews out of Russia? What
would the content ol American Jew.-
lish life then be? These are wery
pointed and very serious questions.

I would Iike o conclude by saying
that 1 do mot think, oddly enough,
ihat what we normally tay B fros
We normally say that the American
Jewish communily and the Israsli
Jewish community have a histary, &
tradition, a culture in commaon—and
their political situations are radscally
different. | would propose that Amer-
fean Jews and Isracl have one Jewith
politics, the tmk of keeping the Jews
alive and free, wherewver they are in
the warld, and that the problems of
cultural spariness and definition are
becoming ever mare pressing.

Our Place in the Human Scheme

A Presentation | asea EBAN

I have pondered on the specific
theme that has been chosen for
your Daalogee. It i the problem of
the relationship between the Jewish
people and Israel 1o the new tevolu-
tiopary movements. The fact is that
the question is pervaded by an atmos-
phere of disquiet. We feel that the
new revolutionaries do not like us,
and we are traditionally and histori-
cally most snxious to please

Let my first reflection be about
the obsession of the Jewish people

and of the State of lsracl with the
question of their image. It is o specific
product of Jewssh history. We are
constantly looking at oursclves in
every mirrer. The gquestion “what
does the world think of w™ hreaks
in upon cur comsciousness morning,
noon and night.

The fact i that whalever other ped-
ple thought of us could determine
not merely our serse of self-extesm
bui our very prospect of sunival
What other people thought of Jews

o+
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Ms in Judsism but also of
nationalism, the phrase

ild note, however, that the

Lefi. ihe Social Democratic
paciled its support of Jewish

iual rights with an imaginative
laBce to the Zionist movement
ch it recognized as a movement
.; onal liberation and self-cxpres-
tly we have witnessed the rise

gw Lefy which identifies Isracl
dablishment, with acquisition,

| smug salisfaction, with, in fact,
ihe basic enemics against which
Mault is waged. Let there be no
tmhe: the Mew Left is the author
# the progenitor of the new anti-
bithm, One of the chicf tasks of
ks with the Gentile world

e that the distinction beiwesn
nithim  and  anti-Fionism s

R is merely the new
fch 30, 1973
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aho of peychological

The gencrous, liberal Gentile mind is
well conditioned 1o the spectacle of
Jewish fraglity, vulnerability and de-
feat. It has not grown accustomed
io the phepomenon of Jewish secur-
ity and self-expression. In a semse
we have done many people a vast
injury by ceasing to be an object of
their indulgence. We

ij '

1

e
:

I do not believe that oy argu-
ment, however sophisticated, can
probably change the comvictions
Noam Chomsky or of I F.
whose basle complex is one of
phout Jewish survival. They
themselves nssociated with our um-
pardonable audacity at not having
been destroyed or eclipsed or, more
accurstely, at oot having  been
merged intp some homopenized :H:Il-
versalist Utopia.

The fact i that Isragl can “’!'-.
be approved within the framewark of
a positivist philosophy, and not of
a nihilist philosophy. Isrsel, whether
it i fashionable to say this or not,
is still an essentially positivist venturé,
In lsracl growth is still the central
theme. It is still more important to
say what you build than what you
destroy, to say what you sre for
than to declare what you are gainsl.
Afirmation is more important than
protest. I the New Left asks of us

to separsle ourselves from traditional

values, the answer can only be that
an Israel that is cut off from ifs con-
tinuous legacy cannot possibly be
Tsrael in any essential meaning -ﬂ
the term. An attitude of iconoclastic
revoll against traditionalism is not
consistent with the lsracli personal-
ity. Innavation,

of the old legacy 10 the

certainly. But a sundering

self from roots in pasi history
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literaiure abowt Fsrael at-
relate lsrael to various
feremce: Are we going to
Orientalized? Are we going 1o
T Are we poing o be
Al the learmed genthemen
Isragl in such  terms
other possability, namely,
are going 1o just be Israel,
o say, we are poing 1o stand
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i

high and
own i
 Israel

=
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i this tension between univérsal-
Ciem and national specificity which
n the whole of Jewish histary.

s# the elemenis at the sooree of
- Taruel's particular identity.

. The relationship can be modernized,

can be humanized, it will have to

Israel's cultural futare.
3: a dlupr of  inundation,

our own culiure. In a sense, all
tions are Hke other nations, joi
together in the same destiny, but
which each nation Bolds particu
to fisell might be its real coniriba-
tion to the universal storchouse of
culture,

The other danger defives [rom oor
regional position. It & the danger
that we shall be “Arabized” | am
not speaking abowl the immigrants
from Arab lands, 1 refer 1o the effects
of the present political and territorial
situation. We must reach a flrm deci-
sion on how Jewish we want the Jew-
=h state to be. We are now in 1972
Let us iake the wyear 1990, in which
I have no doubt we will be having a
Dinloguwe here on this very su
1990 B not & very remobe |
shall be at the age at which B
usnally begin to qualify for the high-
csl  pffice,

In 19940, if we take the lsrael be-
fore 1967, with Ferosalem, that area
will have 4 million Jews and S00,000
Arabs. But if we look at the situation
in 19%0 within the preseni cease-fire
fines then, scconding to the siatistics]
evidence that our Cabinet has re-

not rest with the Jewish people.
To say that this doesn’t maiter

3 sabe exisling in a condition
which 40% of its citizens

I think we must find, of ensuring
a majority of the Arabs in the W

the creation of larger units of @
nomic energy and ofganization
shove all, keep the frontiers op
I believe that this decision gives.
total but maximal satisfaction (o 5
determination, Self-determin

not an absolute right: the absur
Arab nationalism in its official pol
i that it demands 100% of #
determination, saying that all AR
wherever they are must live O
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A Presentation

wolutionary movements the role
is s paradoxical as in
pects of the social scene.
¥r it be Czarist Russia, or pre-
many or the contemporary
les. Tows m}r n P.mi.
h relative and absolute. 1f
the New Left in the United
an egxnmple, a small miner-
Jewish population may be
» but this small minarity repre-
proportion than that
l'.rg- other groups. Further-

itions: of leadership within
ment, from the intellectual
iy of Herbert Marcuse to the
ings of Abbie Hoffman or the
% of Mork Rudd's Weather-

® ofien held by Jews. This

0t hax endeared the Jews
‘the Right nor to the Left.
I exploits the activities
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of Jewish radicals for the propagation
of anti-Semitism & iraditional. But
that the non-Tewish radicals have
often proven to  be- openly . anti-
Semitic and that Communist move-
ments, as in Eastern. Europe, have
spewed out their zealous Jewish dis-
ciples has been perennially surprising
to the Jews affected. Even more so
when these Jewish communists or
radicals could truthfully claim that
they had themselves subscribed to the
unti-ewish disparagements of theis
prasters, Al this is drearily familiar
and each day brings renewed evidence
of this state of affairs.

Yet Familiarity, while it may lessen
the shock, does not explain. Eac
thread in this tangle bears looking
at. First, why are Jews overrepre-
sented in revolutionary movements?
We know the wsual answers. In coun-

tries of persecution a despised minor-
ity will naturally join the rebeli
hoping that the social revolution will
bring the remedy for its
Soch an explanation certainly )
good for the oppressed Jews of Czar-
ist Russia. But then bow do we
aceount for the prepomderance ql';l i
children of afuent middle-class and
upper-middle-class Jews among the
ranks of 5DS and other extremist
groups in the United States. Is there
among Jews a higher measure of
social idealism, the “heritage of the
prophets,” which predisposes 'I:hm
to take up the banner of universalist
redemption through socialism? It is a
teipling thesis often propounded.
But then what about Jewish ower-
representation at the other end of
the spectrum? The peddler who be-
comes a succewful merchant it #3 J
authentie & Jewish I-'H'-I"Eﬂ_':'pl as my =
son, the revolutionary,” sa lending
plausibility to the classic dual charge
of anti-Semites. that hmm:rmn-
sume time capitalist exploiters. par
excellerice and communist m
of the social order.

Furthermore, if we examine dnll:ﬁll;}"
of eminence in the arts ﬁﬂm




